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From the magical Beauty and the Beast to the surreal Orpheus films, Jean Cocteau is renowned as a leading
figure in European cinema as well as a creative force collaborating with artists as diverse as Picasso,
Diaghilev and Edith Piaf. Yet Cocteau's work and life have rarely been examined together. Evaluating
Cocteau's career and his fascinating personal life on equal terms, James S. Williams offers here a
groundbreaking analysis that sets them both within highly revealing historical and artistic contexts. James S.
Williams' biographical investigation of this poet, dramatist, novelist, designer, and filmmaker centres around
Cocteau's constant self-questioning and how it permeated his work. From Cocteau's work in fashion and
photography to his formal experimentation, to his extensive collaborations with male friends and lovers, the
book charts the complex and unpredictable evolution of his work and aesthetic. Williams argues that
Cocteau's body of work is best viewed as an ethical, erotic project of aesthetics that carries important
ramifications for our contemporary understanding of being and subjectivity. An engaging and wholly
accessible account, "Jean Cocteau" is essential reading for all those fascinated by the man and his
unforgettable work.
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From reader reviews:

Sherry Stevens:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Jean Cocteau (Critical Lives) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Dennis Ramirez:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Jean Cocteau
(Critical Lives) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Jean Cocteau (Critical Lives)is the one of several books that will everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Alice Walker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Jean Cocteau (Critical Lives) publication
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Jean Cocteau (Critical Lives) as good book not merely by
the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

James Koenig:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Jean Cocteau (Critical Lives)
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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