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Nathaniel Hawthorne and Edgar Allan Poe were masters of mystery and fantasy, but they also engaged real
controversies surrounding individual health, health care practice, and biomedical research in nineteenth-
century America. During this volatile era, when mesmerists, phrenologists, and other pseudoscientists
reigned and “regular” physicians were just beginning to consolidate power, Hawthorne and Poe provided
important critiques of experimental and often haphazard systems of care, as well as insights into the evolving
understanding of mental and physical pathologies. As writers, they responded to the social, historical, and
medical forces of their own time, yet they also addressed themes of bioethics, humanism, and patient-
centered care that remain relevant in the twenty-first century.

Mysterious Medicine is the first anthology to bring together Hawthorne’s and Poe’s doctor-scientist tales
along with thought- provoking introductions and discussion questions that make the anthology suitable for
classrooms, book clubs, and individual readers. Every reader will discover new dimensions to classic tales
like Hawthorne’s “Rappaccini’s Daughter” or Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher” while also exploring
lesser-known works like Hawthorne’s “Dr. Bullivant” and Poe’s “The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar.”

As one would expect of America’s dark romantics, the tales feature gothic elements such as crumbing
mansions, chaotic madhouses, and pathological killers. They also include medical horrors like premature
burial, plague, and poisonings at the hands of quacks, conveying the anxiety Americans felt about unethical
experimentation, misunderstood diseases, and the rise of body snatching for anatomical study.
Complementary text by L. Kerr Dunn helps situate each tale within the context of nineteenth-century
medicine and draws parallels to health-related issues with which we struggle today.

The doctor-scientist stories collected in Mysterious Medicine provide evidence that the arts and humanities
offer unique ways to explore the social, cultural, political, and personal forces that affect the way we suffer
and heal.
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Roberts:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled Mysterious Medicine: The Doctor-Scientist Tales of Hawthorne and
Poe (Literature and Medicine) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Dennis Johnson:

This Mysterious Medicine: The Doctor-Scientist Tales of Hawthorne and Poe (Literature and Medicine) is
brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
little bit of digest in reading this Mysterious Medicine: The Doctor-Scientist Tales of Hawthorne and Poe
(Literature and Medicine) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life
in addition to knowledge.

Scott Schiller:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Mysterious Medicine: The Doctor-Scientist Tales of
Hawthorne and Poe (Literature and Medicine) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Mysterious Medicine: The Doctor-Scientist Tales of Hawthorne and Poe (Literature and
Medicine) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually
are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading which.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available
for an individual. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia,
reference book, new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your



spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the Mysterious Medicine: The Doctor-Scientist Tales of
Hawthorne and Poe (Literature and Medicine) when you desired it?
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