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To combat behavior they viewed as sexually promiscuous, politically undesirable, or downright criminal,
social activists in Progressive-era New York employed private investigators to uncover the roots of society’s
problems. New York Undercover follows these investigators—often journalists or social workers with no
training in surveillance—on their information-gathering visits to gambling parlors, brothels, and meetings of
criminal gangs and radical political organizations.

Drawing on the hundreds of detailed reports that resulted from these missions, Jennifer Fronc reconstructs
the process by which organizations like the National Civic Federation and the Committee of Fourteen
generated the knowledge they needed to change urban conditions. This information, Fronc demonstrates,
eventually empowered government regulators in the Progressive era and beyond, strengthening a federal
state that grew increasingly repressive in the interest of pursuing a national security agenda. Revealing the
central role of undercover investigation in both social change and the constitution of political authority, New
York Undercover narrates previously untold chapters in the history of vice and the emergence of the modern
surveillance state.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Healy:

The book New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era (Historical Studies of Urban
America) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the best thing like a book New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive
Era (Historical Studies of Urban America)? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era (Historical Studies of Urban
America) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Deborah Wilkerson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the guide untitled New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era
(Historical Studies of Urban America) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

David Hoag:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era (Historical Studies of
Urban America).

Donna Vandyne:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in
the Progressive Era (Historical Studies of Urban America) was bright colored and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era
(Historical Studies of Urban America) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the



best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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