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From a brilliant new literary voice comes a groundbreaking exploration of how trails help us understand the
world—from tiny ant trails to hiking paths that span continents, from interstate highways to the Internet.

In 2009, while thru-hiking the Appalachian Trail, Robert Moor began to wonder about the paths that lie
beneath our feet: How do they form? Why do some improve over time while others devolve? What makes us
follow or strike off on our own? Over the course of the next seven years, Moor traveled the globe, exploring
trails of all kinds, from the miniscule to the massive. He learned the tricks of master trail-builders, hunted
down long-lost Cherokee trails, and traced the origins of our road networks and the Internet. In each chapter,
Moor interweaves his adventures with findings from science, history, philosophy, and nature
writing—combining the nomadic joys of Peter Matthiessen with the eclectic wisdom of Lewis Hyde’s The
Gift.

Throughout, Moor reveals how this single topic—the oft-overlooked trail—sheds new light on a wealth of
age-old questions: How does order emerge out of chaos? How did animals first crawl forth from the seas and
spread across continents? How has humanity’s relationship with nature and technology shaped world around
us? And, ultimately, how does each of us pick a path through life?

Moor has the essayist’s gift for making new connections, the adventurer’s love for paths untaken, and the
philosopher’s knack for asking big questions. With a breathtaking arc that spans from the dawn of animal life
to the digital era, On Trails is a book that makes us see our world, our history, our species, and our ways of
life anew.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Stamper:

The book On Trails: An Exploration make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book On Trails: An Exploration being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve On Trails: An Exploration.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Callie Allen:

The particular book On Trails: An Exploration has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this article book.

Lyla Jackson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be On Trails: An Exploration why because the excellent cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Robin Adams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims On Trails: An
Exploration.
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