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The Indian Ocean remains the least studied of the world's geographic regions. Yet there have been major
cultural exchanges across its waters and around its shores from the third millennium B.C.E. to the present
day. Historian Edward A. Alpers explores the complex issues involved in cultural exchange in the Indian
Ocean Rim region over the course of this long period of time by combining a historical approach with the
insights of anthropology, art history, ethnomusicology, and geography.

The Indian Ocean witnessed several significant diasporas during the past two millennia, including migrations
of traders, indentured laborers, civil servants, sailors, and slaves throughout the entire basin. Persians and
Arabs from the Gulf came to eastern Africa and Madagascar as traders and settlers, while Hadramis
dispersed from south Yemen as traders and Muslim teachers to the Comoro Islands, Zanzibar, South India,
and Indonesia. Southeast Asians migrated to Madagascar, and Chinese dispersed from Southeast Asia to the
Mascarene Islands to South Africa.

Alpers also explores the cultural exchanges that diasporas cause, telling stories of identity and cultural
transformation through language, popular religion, music, dance, art and architecture, and social
organization. For example, architectural and decorative styles in eastern Africa, the Red Sea, the Hadramaut,
the Persian Gulf, and western India reflect cultural interchanges in multiple directions. Similarly, the popular
musical form of taarab in Zanzibar and coastal East Africa incorporates elements of Arab, Indian, and
African musical traditions, while the characteristic frame drum (ravanne) of s?ga, the widespread Afro-
Creole dance of the Mascarene and Seychelles Islands, probably owes its ultimate origins to Arabia by way
of Mozambique.

The Indian Ocean in World History also discusses issues of trade and production that show the long history
of exchange throughout the Indian Ocean world; politics and empire-building by both regional and European
powers; and the role of religion and religious conversion, focusing mainly on Islam, but also mentioning
Hinduism, Buddhism and Christianity. Using a broad geographic perspective, the book includes references to
connections between the Indian Ocean world and the Americas. Moving into the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries, Alpers looks at issues including the new configuration of colonial territorial boundaries after
World War I, and the search for oil reserves.
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From reader reviews:

Mable Garza:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Indian Ocean in World History (New Oxford
World History) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Marni Johnson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Indian Ocean in World History (New Oxford World History) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get previous to. The The Indian Ocean in World History (New Oxford World
History) giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info
for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Peter Lombard:

This The Indian Ocean in World History (New Oxford World History) is great publication for you because
the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The Indian Ocean in World History (New Oxford World History) in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within
ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Lloyd Gilbert:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Indian Ocean in World History (New Oxford World History) we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book.



Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The
Indian Ocean in World History (New Oxford World History). You can more attractive than now.
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