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In this book, Bryant Simon brings to life the politics of white South Carolina millhands during the first half
of the twentieth century. His revealing and moving account explores how this group of southern laborers
thought about and participated in politics and public power.

Taking a broad view of politics, Simon looks at laborers as they engaged in political activity in many
venues--at the polling station, on front porches, and on the shop floor--and examines their political
involvement at the local, state, and national levels. He describes the campaign styles and rhetoric of such
politicians as Coleman Blease and Olin Johnston (himself a former millhand), who eagerly sought the
workers' votes. He draws a detailed picture of mill workers casting ballots, carrying placards, marching on
the state capital, writing to lawmakers, and picketing factories. These millhands' politics reflected their
public and private thoughts about whiteness and blackness,
war and the New Deal, democracy and justice, gender and sexuality, class relations and consumption.

Ultimately, the people depicted here are neither romanticized nor dismissed as the stereotypically racist and
uneducated "rednecks" found in many accounts of southern politics. Southern workers understood the
political and social forces that shaped their lives, argues Simon, and they developed
complex political strategies to deal with those forces.
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From reader reviews:

Gary McIntosh:

This A Fabric of Defeat: The Politics of South Carolina Millhands, 1910-1948 book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular A Fabric of Defeat: The Politics of South
Carolina Millhands, 1910-1948 without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Fabric of Defeat: The Politics of South Carolina
Millhands, 1910-1948 can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This A Fabric of Defeat: The Politics of
South Carolina Millhands, 1910-1948 having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

James Smith:

The knowledge that you get from A Fabric of Defeat: The Politics of South Carolina Millhands, 1910-1948
is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but A Fabric of Defeat: The Politics of South
Carolina Millhands, 1910-1948 giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this particular A Fabric of Defeat: The Politics of South Carolina Millhands, 1910-1948 instantly.

Donnie Matthews:

The publication with title A Fabric of Defeat: The Politics of South Carolina Millhands, 1910-1948 has a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Scott Tucker:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Fabric of Defeat: The Politics of South
Carolina Millhands, 1910-1948 was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A
Fabric of Defeat: The Politics of South Carolina Millhands, 1910-1948 has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel



happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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