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Until the recent uprisings in the Middle East and North Africa, the resilience of authoritarian regimes seemed
a fundamental feature of regional politics. While economic, political, and internal security policies are most
often considered in discussions of regime maintenance, Laurie Brand introduces a new factor, that of
national narratives. Portrayals of a country's founding, identity, and bases of unity can be a powerful strategy
in sustaining a ruling elite. Brand argues that such official stories, which are used to reinforce the right to
rule, justify policies, or combat opponents, deserve careful exploration if we are to understand the full range
of tools available to respond to crises that threaten a leadership's hold on power.

Brand examines more than six decades of political, economic, and military challenges in two of North
Africa's largest countries: Egypt and Algeria. Through a careful analysis of various texts—history and
religion textbooks, constitutions, national charters, and presidential speeches—Official Stories demonstrates
how leaderships have attempted to reconfigure narratives to confront challenges to their power. Brand's
account also demonstrates how leaderships may miscalculate, thereby setting in motion opposition forces
beyond their control.
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From reader reviews:

Markus Walker:

This book untitled Official Stories: Politics and National Narratives in Egypt and Algeria (Stanford Studies
in Middle Eastern and I) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
guide from your list.

David Creason:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Official Stories: Politics and National Narratives
in Egypt and Algeria (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Quincy Nelson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Official Stories: Politics and National Narratives in Egypt and Algeria
(Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Mildred Kershner:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Official Stories: Politics and National
Narratives in Egypt and Algeria (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the book
Official Stories: Politics and National Narratives in Egypt and Algeria (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern
and I) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of that time.
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