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This is an introduction to Optimality Theory, whose central idea is that surface forms of language reflect
resolutions of conflicts between competing constraints. A surface form is 'optimal' if it incurs the least
serious violations of a set of constraints, taking into account their hierarchical ranking. Languages differ in
the ranking of constraints; and any violations must be minimal. The book does not limit its empirical scope
to phonological phenomena, but also contains chapters on the learnability of OT grammars; OT's
implications for syntax; and other issues such as opacity. It also reviews in detail a selection of the
considerable research output which OT has already produced. Exercises accompany chapters 1-7, and there
are sections on further reading. Optimality Theory will be welcomed by any linguist with a basic knowledge
of derivational Generative Phonology.
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From reader reviews:

Mary James:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Optimality Theory (Cambridge
Textbooks in Linguistics)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Catherine Hershey:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Optimality Theory (Cambridge Textbooks in
Linguistics) as the daily resource information.

Janie Williams:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Optimality Theory (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.

Morgan Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Optimality Theory
(Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics).
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