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Abused dogs, prisoners tortured in Guantánamo and supermax facilities, or slaves killed by the state--all are
deprived of personhood through legal acts. Such deprivations have recurred throughout history, and the law
sustains these terrors and banishments even as it upholds the civil order. Examining such troubling cases,
The Law Is a White Dog tackles key societal questions: How does the law construct our identities? How do
its rules and sanctions make or unmake persons? And how do the supposedly rational claims of the law
define marginal entities, both natural and supernatural, including ghosts, dogs, slaves, terrorist suspects, and
felons? Reading the language, allusions, and symbols of legal discourse, and bridging distinctions between
the human and nonhuman, Colin Dayan looks at how the law disfigures individuals and animals, and how
slavery, punishment, and torture create unforeseen effects in our daily lives.

Moving seamlessly across genres and disciplines, Dayan considers legal practices and spiritual beliefs from
medieval England, the North American colonies, and the Caribbean that have survived in our legal discourse,
and she explores the civil deaths of felons and slaves through lawful repression. Tracing the legacy of
slavery in the United States in the structures of the contemporary American prison system and in the
administrative detention of ghostly supermax facilities, she also demonstrates how contemporary
jurisprudence regarding cruel and unusual punishment prepared the way for abuses in Abu Ghraib and
Guantánamo.

Using conventional historical and legal sources to answer unconventional questions, The Law Is a White Dog
illuminates stark truths about civil society's ability to marginalize, exclude, and dehumanize.
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From reader reviews:

German Montoya:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for
a while is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Law Is a White
Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons book as beginning and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Donald Campbell:

You will get this The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Robert Jenkins:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal
Rituals Make and Unmake Persons or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake
Persons to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Mary Crist:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals
Make and Unmake Persons.
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