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History casts a spell on our minds more powerful than science or religion. It does not root us in the past at
all. It rather flatters us with the belief in our ability to recreate the world in our image. It is a form of self-
assertion that brooks no opposition or dissent and shelters us from the experience of time.

So argues Constantin Fasolt in The Limits of History, an ambitious and pathbreaking study that conquers
history's power by carrying the fight into the center of its domain. Fasolt considers the work of Hermann
Conring (1606-81) and Bartolus of Sassoferrato (1313/14-57), two antipodes in early modern battles over the
principles of European thought and action that ended with the triumph of historical consciousness.
Proceeding according to the rules of normal historical analysis—gathering evidence, putting it in context,
and analyzing its meaning—Fasolt uncovers limits that no kind of history can cross. He concludes that
history is a ritual designed to maintain the modern faith in the autonomy of states and individuals. God wants
it, the old crusaders would have said. The truth, Fasolt insists, only begins where that illusion ends.

With its probing look at the ideological underpinnings of historical practice, The Limits of History
demonstrates that history presupposes highly political assumptions about free will, responsibility, and the
relationship between the past and the present. A work of both intellectual history and historiography, it will
prove invaluable to students of historical method, philosophy, political theory, and early modern European
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Rowe:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Limits of History. Try to face the book The Limits of
History as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Rudy Nixon:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually The Limits of History.

Kim Free:

You can get this The Limits of History by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Eric Rodriguez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Limits of History was bright colored
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Limits of History has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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