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Robert E. Butts (1928-1997) was a philosopher and historian of science whose central concerns were the
distinction between the rational and the irrational. He viewed scientific rationality as our major defence
against the various conditions that encourage witch hunts and similar outbursts of irrationality, with all their
attendant pain and terror. Butts saw himself as a pragmatic realist, combining what he took to be the best
aspects of logical empiricism with a historically informed pragmatism, deeply appreciative of the methods of
science, trying to describe a kind of rationality essential in the struggle to preserve human values.
This volume gathers previously unpublished essays and lectures with some previously published,
thematically related essays. It includes essays and lectures on philosophical aspects of the European witch
hunt, on scientific rationality and methodology, and on the relationships between science and philosophy
exhibited in the writings of such historically significant figures as Leibniz, D'Alembert, Hume, Kant, Carnap
and Kuhn.
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From reader reviews:

Laveta Blodgett:

The book Witches, Scientists, Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy
of Science) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the best thing like a book Witches, Scientists, Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario
Series in Philosophy of Science)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Witches, Scientists, Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy of
Science) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Kevin Shepherd:

Often the book Witches, Scientists, Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in
Philosophy of Science) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style
to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you.
The book Witches, Scientists, Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy
of Science) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.

Mark Morrow:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this Witches, Scientists, Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy of
Science).

Michael Emery:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Witches, Scientists, Philosophers:
Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy of Science) is simple bringing you can read
it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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