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For over five hundred years the Russians wondered what kind of people their Arctic and sub-Arctic subjects
were. "They have mouths between their shoulders and eyes in their chests," reported a fifteenth-century tale.
"They rove around, live of their own free will, and beat the Russian people," complained a seventeenth-
century Cossack. "Their actions are exceedingly rude. They do not take off their hats and do not bow to each
other," huffed an eighteenth-century scholar. They are "children of nature" and "guardians of ecological
balance," rhapsodized early nineteenth-century and late twentieth-century romantics. Even the Bolsheviks,
who categorized the circumpolar foragers as "authentic proletarians," were repeatedly puzzled by the
"peoples from the late Neolithic period who, by virtue of their extreme backwardness, cannot keep up either
economically or culturally with the furious speed of the emerging socialist society."

Whether described as brutes, aliens, or endangered indigenous populations, the so-called small peoples of the
north have consistently remained a point of contrast for speculations on Russian identity and a convenient
testing ground for policies and images that grew out of these speculations. In Arctic Mirrors, a vividly
rendered history of circumpolar peoples in the Russian empire and the Russian mind, Yuri Slezkine offers
the first in-depth interpretation of this relationship. No other book in any language links the history of a
colonized non-Russian people to the full sweep of Russian intellectual and cultural history. Enhancing his
account with vintage prints and photographs, Slezkine reenacts the procession of Russian fur traders,
missionaries, tsarist bureaucrats, radical intellectuals, professional ethnographers, and commissars who
struggled to reform and conceptualize this most "alien" of their subject populations.

Slezkine reconstructs from a vast range of sources the successive official policies and prevailing attitudes
toward the northern peoples, interweaving the resonant narratives of Russian and indigenous contemporaries
with the extravagant images of popular Russian fiction. As he examines the many ironies and ambivalences
involved in successive Russian attempts to overcome northern—and hence their own—otherness, Slezkine
explores the wider issues of ethnic identity, cultural change, nationalist rhetoric, and not-so European
colonialism.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

The book with title Arctic Mirrors: Russia and the Small Peoples of the North (Cornell Paperbacks) contains
a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Alberta Smith:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the book. It
is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to reading a book.
The book Arctic Mirrors: Russia and the Small Peoples of the North (Cornell Paperbacks) it is very good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply
to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Scottie Hicks:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Arctic Mirrors: Russia and the Small Peoples of the North (Cornell Paperbacks) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Arctic Mirrors: Russia and the Small Peoples of the
North (Cornell Paperbacks) giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Teresa Raap:

You will get this Arctic Mirrors: Russia and the Small Peoples of the North (Cornell Paperbacks) by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try



to choose proper ways for you.
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