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Percussion is an attempt—in the author’s words—to make sense of "senseless beating," to grasp how rhythm
makes sense in music and society. Both a scholar and a former professional drummer, John Mowitt forges a
striking encounter between cultural studies and new musicology that seeks to lay out the "percussive field"
through which beating—specifically the backbeat that defines early rock-and-roll—comes to matter for
raced, urban subjects.
For Mowitt, percussion is both an experience of embodiment—making contact in and on the skin—and a
provocation for critical theory itself. In delimiting the percussive field, he plays drumming off against the
musicological account of the beat, the sociological account of shock and the psychoanalytical account of
fantasy. In the process he touches on such topics as the separation of slaves and drums in the era of the slave
trade, the migration of rural blacks to urban centers of the North, the practice and politics of "rough music,"
the links between interpellation and possession, the general strike, beating fantasies, and the concept of the
"skin ego."
Percussion makes a fresh and provocative contribution to cultural studies, new musicology, the history of the
body and critical race theory. It will be of interest to students of cultural studies and critical theory as well as
readers with a serious interest in the history of music, rock-and-roll and drumming.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Elam:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Percussion: Drumming, Beating, Striking
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Robert Kuehner:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Percussion: Drumming,
Beating, Striking book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Allen Yopp:

Here thing why this kind of Percussion: Drumming, Beating, Striking are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Percussion: Drumming, Beating, Striking giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with
Percussion: Drumming, Beating, Striking. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Percussion: Drumming, Beating, Striking in e-
book can be your alternate.

Robin Lawrence:

This book untitled Percussion: Drumming, Beating, Striking to be one of several books in which best seller
in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.
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