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Based on the lives and crimes of no less than twenty real women, dokufu (poison women) narratives
emerged as a powerful presence in Japan during the 1870s. During this tumultuous time, as the nation moved
from feudalism to oligarchic government, such accounts articulated the politics and position of underclass
women, sexual morality, and female suffrage. Over the next century, the figure of the oversexed female
criminal, usually guilty of robbery or murder, became ubiquitous in modern Japanese culture.

 

In Poison Woman, Christine L. Marran investigates this powerful icon, its shifting meanings, and its
influence on defining women’s sexuality and place in Japan. She begins by considering Meiji gesaku
literature, in which female criminality was often medically defined and marginalized as abnormal. She
describes the small newspapers (koshinbun) that originally reported on poison women, establishing
journalistic and legal conventions for future fiction about them. She examines zange, or confessional
narratives, of female and male ex-convicts from the turn of the century, then reveals how medical and
psychoanalytical literature of the 1920s and 1930s offered contradictory explanations of the female criminal
as an everywoman or a historical victim of social circumstances and the press. She concludes by exploring
postwar pulp fiction (kasutori), film and underground theater of the 1970s, and the feminist writer Tomioka
Taeko’s take on the transgressive woman.

 

Persistent stories about poison women illustrate how a few violent acts by women were transformed into
myriad ideological, social, and moral tales that deployed notions of female sexual desire and womanhood.
Bringing together literary criticism, the history of science, media theory, and gender and sexuality studies,
Poison Woman delves into genre and gender in ways that implicate both in projects of nation-building.

 

Christine L. Marran is associate professor of Japanese literature and cultural studies at the University of
Minnesota.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Poison Woman: Figuring Female Transgression in
Modern Japanese Culture will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable
book with you?

Roy Brown:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Poison Woman: Figuring
Female Transgression in Modern Japanese Culture to read.

Andrew Fox:

Poison Woman: Figuring Female Transgression in Modern Japanese Culture can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Poison Woman: Figuring Female Transgression in Modern Japanese Culture but doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Tracy Zapata:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely Poison Woman: Figuring Female Transgression in Modern
Japanese Culture. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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