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Best known as the author of Waiting for Godot, Samuel Beckett was one of the most distinguished writers of
the 20th century. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1969, and his works have secured him a lasting place in
the literary canon. The critical response to his fiction has been overwhelming. Numerous books and
thousands of articles have been published on Beckett, primarily in Europe, the United States, and Canada.
Since he wrote most of his works in French, and then translated them himself into English, critics responded
to different versions of his works. This reference book documents the critical response to Beckett from his
earliest prose and poetry to the public reaction to his death in 1989. Reviews and scholarly articles
representing the response to Beckett's creative works are included. Selections are arranged chronologically,
so that the reader may trace the reception of Beckett's works over time. An introduction summarizes
Beckett's enormous contribution to literature, and a bibliography lists works for further reading.

Winner of the 1969 Nobel Prize for literature, Irish-born author Samuel Beckett earned a solid reputation for
being one of the most important authors of the 20th century. Best known as the author of Waiting for Godot,
Beckett wrote other dramatic works, such as Endgame and Krapp's Last Tape. He wrote several novels,
including Molloy, Malone Dies, and The Unnamable, and a number of poems and short stories. His
innovative approach to language, character, plot, and narrative style was appreciated but sometimes
criticized, and his nontraditional concepts of time and space taught readers to approach literature in a new
way. Though he experimented with literary forms, his works are within the 20th century intellectual tradition
of alienation, isolation, and pessimism.

Through essays and reviews, this reference book documents the critical response to Beckett's poetry, fiction,
and drama from his earliest works to the public reaction to his death in 1989. Because Beckett often wrote in
French and then translated his works into English, scholars responded to several versions of the same work.
Because Beckett also had an exceptional knowledge of world literature, philosophy, mathematics, and the
sciences, his works are dense with meaning and have invited a broad range of critical approaches. This
reference is divided into several sections that roughly correspond with the different genres Beckett utilized.
Within each section, reviews and seminal articles are arranged chronologically, so that the reader may trace
the response to Beckett over time. An introductory essay discusses the overall response to Beckett, and a
bibliography lists works for further reading.
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From reader reviews:

Catrina Hall:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Critical Response to Samuel Beckett (Critical
Responses in Arts and Letters) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Gina Hill:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Critical Response to Samuel Beckett
(Critical Responses in Arts and Letters) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Coleman Jones:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Critical Response to Samuel
Beckett (Critical Responses in Arts and Letters), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Robert Alleman:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Critical Response to Samuel Beckett
(Critical Responses in Arts and Letters) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?
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