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Schwab's work is five-part analysis of US policy and strategy in the Persian Gulf from 1990-2003. He begins
the work by analyzing the prominence of the Persian Gulf in US global strategic thinking during the last
decade of the Cold War. By that time, gulf oil had secured a paramount place in the minds of the Reagan and
Bush administrations. Part two dissects the relationship that individuals and regional governments in the
Persian Gulf shared with the US. Here, Schwab also examines US perceptions of those entities and
demonstrates how they helped shape the policies of the US and define the status of those nations in the eyes
of US policymakers. When Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait in 1990, the paradigm shifted dramatically. Part
three examines US decision-making in the period immediately after that invasion. Schwab demonstrates that
while forging a broad coalition to turn back Iraq was a significant diplomatic achievement, the international
determination that defined the conflict in 1990-1991 eroded and gave way to a cumbersome policy of
containment. That policy ultimately resulted in the dissolution of the coalition forged by the first Bush
administration and burdened his successors as they struggled to achieve the longstanding goal of creating
stability throughout the region. Part four explores the efforts of the Clinton and second Bush administrations
in the Gulf. Saddam was one of the primary concerns of the Clinton administration, but so too were al-
Qaeda, North Korea, China, and especially Yugoslavia. Indeed, his was the first administration to truly
attempt to deal with these kinds of problems in a post-Cold War world. Despite their differences, there was a
tremendous amount of continuity in the policies pursued by Clinton and George W. Bush. September 11
changed that, however, as Schwab chronicles in part five. In that section he explores how the current
administration's adoption of a more proactive strategy of retaliation and preventative war has given rise to a
new national security regime increasingly designed to fight asymmetric war while eliminating perceived
threats to our national security and interests.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Clayton:

Often the book The Gulf Wars and the United States: Shaping the Twenty-First Century has a lot details on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Jose Holmes:

The reason why? Because this The Gulf Wars and the United States: Shaping the Twenty-First Century is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret
it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Christopher Gonzalez:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
The Gulf Wars and the United States: Shaping the Twenty-First Century. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for
a other place.

Carolyn Cook:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the The Gulf Wars and the United States: Shaping the Twenty-First Century when you required it?
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