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The Kalevala is the great Finnish epic, which like the Iliad and the Odyssey, grew out of a rich oral tradition
with prehistoric roots.
During the first millenium of our era, speakers of Uralic languages (those outside the Indo-European group)
who had settled in the Baltic region of Karelia, that straddles the border of eastern Finland and north-west
Russia, developed an oral poetry that was to last into the nineteenth century.
This poetry provided the basis of the Kalevala. It was assembled in the 1840s by the Finnish scholar Elias
Lönnrot, who took `dictation' from the performance of a folk singer, in much the same way as our great
collections from the past, from Homeric poems to medieval songs and epics, have probably been set down.
Published in 1849, it played a central role in the march towards Finnish independence and inspired some of
Sibelius's greatest works. This new and exciting translation by poet Keith Bosley, prize-winning translator of
the anthology Finnish Folk Poetry: Epic, is the first truly to combine liveliness with accuracy in a way which
reflects the richness of the original.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Hood:

Often the book The Kalevala (Oxford World's Classics) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
article book.

June Whitaker:

The Kalevala (Oxford World's Classics) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Kalevala (Oxford World's
Classics) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Robert Fox:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The The Kalevala (Oxford World's Classics) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Mildred Shaw:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Kalevala (Oxford
World's Classics) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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