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Pyrrhus Press specializes in bringing books long out of date back to life, allowing today’s readers access to
yesterday’s treasures.
Although little is known about the author, The Roman History of Ammianus Marcellinus is considered one
of the most important ancient histories of the Roman Empire, especially because it covers the 1st-3rd
centuries A.D. around the same period in history that Suetonius and Tacitus leave off at. As the preface
explains:
“Of Ammianus Marcellinus, the writer of the following History, we know very little more than what can be
collected from that portion of it which remains to us. From that source we learn that he was a native of
Antioch, and a soldier; being one of the prefectores domestici—the body-guard of the emperor, into which
none but men of noble birth were admitted. He was on the staff of Ursicinus, whom he attended in several of
his expeditions; and he bore a share in the campaigns which Julian made against the Persians. After that time
he never mentions himself, and we are ignorant when he quitted the service and retired to Rome, in which
city he composed his History. We know not when he was born, or when he died, except that from one or two
incidental passages in his work it is plain that he lived nearly to the end of the fourth century: and it is even
uncertain whether he was a Christian or a Pagan; though the general belief is, that he adhered to the religion
of the ancient Romans, without, however, permitting it to lead him even to speak disrespectfully of
Christians or Christianity.
His History, which he divided into thirty-one books (of which the first thirteen are lost, while the text of
those which remain is in some places imperfect), began with the accession of Nerva, a.d. 96, where Tacitus
and Suetonius end, and was continued to the death of Valens, a.d. 378, a period of 282 years. And there is
probably no work as to the intrinsic value of which there is so little difference of opinion. Gibbon bears
repeated testimony to his accuracy, fidelity, and impartiality, and quotes him extensively. In losing his aid
after a.d. 378, he says, "It is not without sincere regret that I must now take leave of an accurate and faithful
guide, who has composed the history of his own times without indulging the prejudices and passions which
usually affect the mind of a contemporary." Professor Ramsay (in Smith's Dictionary of Greek and Roman
Biography) says, "We are indebted to him for a knowledge of many important facts not elsewhere recorded,
and for much valuable insight into the modes of thought and the general tone of public feeling prevalent in
his day. Nearly all the statements admitted appear to be founded upon his own observations, or upon the
information derived from trustworthy eye-witnesses. A considerable number of dissertations and digressions
are introduced, many of them highly interesting and valuable. Such are his notices of the institutions and
manners of the Saracens (xiv. 4), of the Scythians and Sarmatians (xvii. 12), of the Huns and Alani (xxxi. 2),
of the Egyptians and their country (xxii. 6, 14–16), and his geographical discussions upon Gaul (xv. 9), the
Pontus (xxii. 8), and Thrace (xxvii. 4). Less legitimate and less judicious are his geological speculations
upon earthquakes (xvii. 7), his astronomical inquiries into eclipses (xx. 3), comets (xxv. 10), and the
regulation of the calendar (xxvi. 1); his medical researches into the origin of epidemics (xix. 4); his
zoological theory on the destruction of lions by mosquitos (xviii. 7), and his horticultural essay on the
impregnation of palms (xxiv. 3).”
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From reader reviews:

Katie Johnson:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Roman History of Ammianus Marcellinus. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the
book The Roman History of Ammianus Marcellinus. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Elizabeth Pipkin:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Roman History of Ammianus Marcellinus as
your daily resource information.

William Grant:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Roman History of Ammianus Marcellinus.

Rosa Felton:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list is actually The Roman History of Ammianus Marcellinus. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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