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Dalit assertion has been a central feature of the statesin the Hindi heartland since the mid-1980s, leading to
the rise of political consciousness and identity-based lower-caste parties. The present study focuses on the
different political response of the Congress party to identity assertion in Madhya Pradesh under the
leadership of Digvijay Singh. In Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, in response to the strong wave of Dalit assertion
that swept the region, parties such as the Bahujan Samagj Party (BSP) and the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
used strategies of political mobilisation to consolidate Dalit/backward votes and capture state power. In
Madhya Pradesh, in contrast, the Congress party and Digvijay Singh at the historic Bhopa Conference held
in January 2002 adopted a new model of development that attempted to mobilise Dalits and tribals and raise
their standard of living by providing them economic empowerment. This new Dalit Agenda constitutes an
alternative strategy at gaining Dalit/tribal support through of state-sponsored economic upliftment as
opposed to the political mobilisation strategy employed by the BSP in Uttar Pradesh.

The present study puts to test the limits of the model of state-led development, of the use of political power
by an enlightened political elite to introduce change from above to address the weaker sections of society.
The working of the state is thus analysed in the context of the society in which it is embedded and the
former’s ability to insulate itself from powerful vested interests. In interrogating this state-led redistributive
paradigm, the study has generated empirical data based on extensive fieldwork and brought to the fore both
the potentials and the limitations of using the model of ‘ development from above’ in ademocracy. It
suggests that the absence of an upsurge from below limits the ability of an enlightened political elite that
mans the developmental state to introduce social change and help the weaker sections of society.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Carter:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y eah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Developmental
State and the Dalit Question in Madhya Pradesh: Congress Response? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
Y ou know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Myron Abbott:

Book iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by areserve. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Developmental State and the Dalit Question in Madhya
Pradesh: Congress Response will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Margaret Holt:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they freetime just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity thisislook different you
can read a book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book Developmental State and the Dalit Question in Madhya Pradesh:
Congress Response it is quite good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Darlene Goins:

Developmental State and the Dalit Question in Madhya Pradesh: Congress Response can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving hisher effort to place every word into joy arrangement
in writing Developmental State and the Dalit Question in Madhya Pradesh: Congress Response yet doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. Thisgreat information could drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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