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A masterful history of a long underappreciated institution, How the Post Office Created America examines
the surprising role of the postal service in our nation’s political, social, economic, and physical
development. 

The founders established the post office before they had even signed the Declaration of Independence, and
for a very long time, it was the U.S. government’s largest and most important endeavor—indeed, it was the
government for most citizens. This was no conventional mail network but the central nervous system of the
new body politic, designed to bind thirteen quarrelsome colonies into the United States by delivering news
about public affairs to every citizen—a radical idea that appalled Europe’s great powers. America’s uniquely
democratic post powerfully shaped its lively, argumentative culture of uncensored ideas and opinions and
made it the world’s information and communications superpower with astonishing speed. 

Winifred Gallagher presents the history of the post office as America’s own story, told from a fresh
perspective over more than two centuries. The mandate to deliver the mail—then “the media”—imposed the
federal footprint on vast, often contested parts of the continent and transformed a wilderness into a social
landscape of post roads and villages centered on post offices. The post was the catalyst of the nation’s
transportation grid, from the stagecoach lines to the airlines, and the lifeline of the great migration from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. It enabled America to shift from an agrarian to an industrial economy and to develop
the publishing industry, the consumer culture, and the political party system. Still one of the country’s two
major civilian employers, the post was the first to hire women, African Americans, and other minorities for
positions in public life. 

Starved by two world wars and the Great Depression, confronted with the country’s increasingly anti-
institutional mind-set, and struggling with its doubled mail volume, the post stumbled badly in the turbulent
1960s. Distracted by the ensuing modernization of its traditional services, however, it failed to transition
from paper mail to email, which prescient observers saw as its logical next step. Now the post office is at a
crossroads. Before deciding its future, Americans should understand what this grand yet overlooked
institution has accomplished since 1775 and consider what it should and could contribute in the twenty-first
century.

Gallagher argues that now, more than ever before, the imperiled post office deserves this effort, because just
as the founders anticipated, it created forward-looking, communication-oriented, idea-driven America.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Gee:

Here thing why that How the Post Office Created America: A History are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. How the Post Office Created America: A History giving you information deeper and
in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with How the Post
Office Created America: A History. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of How the Post Office Created America: A History in e-book can
be your substitute.

Harold Baughman:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this How the Post Office Created America: A
History book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Chad Wood:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving How the Post Office Created
America: A History that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could
pick How the Post Office Created America: A History become your own starter.

Monica Bonner:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide How the Post Office Created America: A History was filled with regards to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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