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Anthropologists widely agree that identities--even ethnic and racial ones--are socially constructed. Less
understood are the processes by which social identities are conceived and developed. Legalizing Identities
shows how law can successfully serve as the impetus for the transformation of cultural practices and
collective identity. Through ethnographic, historical, and legal analysis of successful claims to land by two
neighboring black communities in the backlands of northeastern Brazil, Jan Hoffman French demonstrates
how these two communities have come to distinguish themselves from each other while revising and
retelling their histories and present-day stories.

French argues that the invocation of laws by these related communities led to the emergence of two different
identities: one indigenous (Xoco Indian) and the other quilombo (descendants of a fugitive African slave
community). With the help of the Catholic Church, government officials, lawyers, anthropologists, and
activists, each community won government recognition and land rights, and displaced elite landowners. This
was accomplished even though anthropologists called upon to assess the validity of their claims recognized
that their identities were "constructed." The positive outcome of their claims demonstrates that authenticity is
not a prerequisite for identity. French draws from this insight a more sweeping conclusion that, far from
being evidence of inauthenticity, processes of construction form the basis of all identities and may have
important consequences for social justice.
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From reader reviews:

Alexander Snider:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Legalizing Identities: Becoming Black or Indian in Brazil's
Northeast (Cultural Studies of the United States). Try to make the book Legalizing Identities: Becoming
Black or Indian in Brazil's Northeast (Cultural Studies of the United States) as your close friend. It means
that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Elisa Hall:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Legalizing Identities:
Becoming Black or Indian in Brazil's Northeast (Cultural Studies of the United States) book as this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
in it everbody knows.

Ericka McCall:

Beside that Legalizing Identities: Becoming Black or Indian in Brazil's Northeast (Cultural Studies of the
United States) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details.
The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Legalizing Identities:
Becoming Black or Indian in Brazil's Northeast (Cultural Studies of the United States) because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

David Sayre:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in



addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Legalizing Identities: Becoming Black or Indian
in Brazil's Northeast (Cultural Studies of the United States) can make you sense more interested to read.
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