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Each year thousands of men and women from more than sixty countries journey by foot and bicycle across
northern Spain, following the medieval pilgrimage road known as the Camino de Santiago. Their destination
is Santiago de Compostela, where the remains of the apostle James are said to be buried. These modern-day
pilgrims and the role of the pilgrimage in their lives are the subject of Nancy Louise Frey's fascinating book.

Unlike the religiously-oriented pilgrims who visit Marian shrines such as Lourdes, the modern Road of St.
James attracts an ecumenical mix of largely well-educated, urban middle-class participants. Eschewing
comfortable methods of travel, they choose physically demanding journeys, some as long as four months, in
order to experience nature, enjoy cultural and historical patrimony, renew faith, or cope with personal
trauma.

Frey's anthropological study focuses on the remarkable reanimation of the Road that has gained momentum
since the 1980s. Her intensive fieldwork (including making the pilgrimage several times herself) provides a
colorful portrayal of the pilgrimage while revealing a spectrum of hopes, discontents, and desires among its
participants, many of whom feel estranged from society. The Camino's physical and mental journey offers
them closer community, greater personal knowledge, and links to the past and to nature.

But what happens when pilgrims return home? Exploring this crucial question Frey finds that pilgrims often
reflect deeply on their lives and some make significant changes: an artistic voice is discovered, a marriage is
ended, meaningful work is found. Other pilgrims repeat the pilgrimage or join a pilgrims' association to keep
their connection to the Camino alive. And some only remain pilgrims while on the road. In all, Pilgrim
Stories is an exceptional prism through which to understand the desires and dissatisfactions of contemporary
Western life at the end of the millennium.

"Feet are touched, discussed, massaged, [and] become signs of a journey well traveled: 'I did it all on foot!' . .
. Pilgrims give feet a power and importance not recognized in daily life, as a causeway and direct channel to
the road, the past, meaningful relations, nature, and the self."
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Pilgrim Stories: On and Off the
Road to Santiago, Journeys Along an Ancient Way in Modern Spain. All type of book could you see on
many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Phillip Herzog:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Pilgrim Stories: On and
Off the Road to Santiago, Journeys Along an Ancient Way in Modern Spain book because this book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in
it as you know.

Justin Campbell:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Pilgrim Stories: On and Off the Road to Santiago,
Journeys Along an Ancient Way in Modern Spain, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Cherie Fidler:

Pilgrim Stories: On and Off the Road to Santiago, Journeys Along an Ancient Way in Modern Spain can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Pilgrim Stories: On and Off the Road to Santiago, Journeys Along an Ancient Way in
Modern Spain but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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