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Reality programming?a broad title for unscripted shows that involve non-actors?is really an updated version
of a classic television genre that had its first successes decades before The Real World or Survivor made their
premieres. NBC launched Try and Do It, a show in which audience members attempted to complete tasks
such as whistling with a mouthful of crackers, in 1949. In the 1950s Queen for a Day crowned the most
down-trodden of its four contestants, draping her in a sable-trimmed robe and granting a previously declared
wish. The wild success reality television has achieved of late has pushed the envelope of such programming
ever further away from the genre's innocuous beginnings. The time is now ripe for a look back on how this
genre has developed, what it reveals about us, and what has transformed it into one of the most powerful
forms of entertainment on television today.

Reality programming?a broad title for unscripted shows that involve non-actors?is really an updated version
of a classic television genre that had its first successes decades before The Real World or Survivor made their
premieres. NBC launched Try and Do It, a show in which audience members attempted to complete tasks
such as whistling with a mouthful of crackers, in 1949. In the 1950s Queen for a Day crowned the most
down-trodden of its four contestants at the end of each show, draping her in a sable-trimmed robe and
granting a previously declared wish. The wild success reality television has achieved of late has pushed the
envelope of such programming ever further away?from the genre's innocuous beginnings. The time is now
ripe for a look back on how this genre has developed, what it reveals about us, and what has transformed it
into one of the most powerful forms of entertainment on television today.

Using interviews with network insiders, reality producers, and other experts, Richard Huff supplies
fascinating insights into the diverse content and often erratic development of reality television programming,
augmenting this information with illuminating general connections between the past and present forms these
shows assume. From Queen for a Day through Extreme Makeover, from Cops to Fear Factor, the genre is
placed before us in this exhaustive and many-sided account, an account that uncovers the foundations and the
future potential of the compelling and dominating phenomenon that is reality television.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Poston:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Reality Television (Praeger Television Collection). Try to the actual book
Reality Television (Praeger Television Collection) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend
when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book.
So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the book untitled Reality Television (Praeger Television Collection) can be very good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Everett Dean:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Reality Television (Praeger
Television Collection) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Michael Aldrich:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Reality Television (Praeger Television
Collection) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about
book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it.
Beside that the publication Reality Television (Praeger Television Collection) can to be your new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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