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By the end of the fifteenth century most European counties had witnessed a profound reformation of their
poor relief and health care policies. Asthis book demonstrates, Portugal was among them and actively
participated in such reforms. Providing the first English language monograph on this this topic, Laurinda
Abreu examines the Portuguese experience and places it within the broader European context. She shows
that, in line with much that was happening throughout the rest of Europe, Portugal had not only set up a
systematic reform of the hospitals but had also developed new formal arrangements for charitable and
welfare provision that responded to the changing socioeconomic framework, the nature of poverty and the
concerns of political powers. The defining element of the Portuguese experience was the dominant role
played by anew lay confraternity, the confraternity of the Misericordia, created under the auspices of King
D. Manuel | in 1498. By the time of the king's death in 1521 there were more than 70 Misericordiasin
Portugal and its empire, and by 1640, more than 300. All of them were run according to a unified set of rules
and principles with identical socia objectives. Based upon awealth of primary source documentations, this
book reveals how the sixteenth-century Portuguese crown succeeded in implementing a national poor relief
and health care structure, with the support of the Papacy and local €lites, and funded principally though pious
donations. This process strengthened the authority of the royal government at a time which coincided with
the emergence of the early modern state. In so doing, the book establishes poor relief and public health
alongside military, diplomatic and administrative authorities, as the pillars of centralization of royal power.
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From reader reviews:
Jessica L antigua:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It isagood choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This The Political and
Social Dynamics of Poverty, Poor Relief and Health Care in Early-Modern Portugal (The History of
Medicine in Context) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Samuel Lester:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Political and Social Dynamics of Poverty, Poor Relief and Health Care
in Early-Modern Portugal (The History of Medicine in Context) why because the excellent cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Stephen Hill:

Beside this specific The Political and Social Dynamics of Poverty, Poor Relief and Health Care in Early-
Modern Portugal (The History of Medicine in Context) in your phone, it may give you away to get nearer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis fresh from your oven
so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Political and Social Dynamics of Poverty, Poor Relief and Health Care in Early-Modern Portugal (The
History of Medicine in Context) because this book offersto you readable information. Do you often have
book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Technigques you till
want to missit? Find this book and read it from now!

Wanda Riddle:

Isit a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Political and Social
Dynamics of Poverty, Poor Relief and Health Care in Early-Modern Portugal (The History of Medicinein
Context) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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