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In This Is Not a President, Diane Rubenstein looks at the postmodern presidency — from Reagan and
George H. W. Bush, through the current administration, and including Hillary. Focusing on those seemingly
inexplicable gaps or blind spots in recent American presidential politics, Rubenstein interrogates
symptomatic moments in political rhetoric, popular culture, and presidential behavior to elucidate profound
and disturbing changes in the American presidency and the way it embodies a national imaginary.

In a series of essays written in real time over the past four presidential administrations, Rubenstein traces the
vernacular use of the American presidency (as currency, as grist for popular biography, as fictional TV
material) to explore the ways in which the American presidency functions as a “transitional object” that
allows the American citizen to meet or discover the president while going about her everyday life. The book
argues that it is French theory — primarily Lacanian psychoanalysis and the radical semiotic theories of Jean
Baudrillard — that best accounts for American political life today. Through episodes as diverse as Iran
Contra, George H. W. Bush vomiting in Japan, the 1992 Republican convention, the failed nomination of
Lani Guinier, and the Iraq War, This Is Not a President brilliantly situates our collective investment in
American political culture.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Walker:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled This Is Not a President: Sense, Nonsense, and the
American Political Imaginary can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Nikki Jones:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled This Is
Not a President: Sense, Nonsense, and the American Political Imaginary your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The This Is Not a President: Sense, Nonsense, and the
American Political Imaginary giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

George Eichner:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is This Is Not a President: Sense, Nonsense, and the American Political
Imaginary this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is
why this book suitable all of you.

Jane Pelley:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and This Is Not a President: Sense, Nonsense,
and the American Political Imaginary or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you



know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes This Is Not a President: Sense, Nonsense, and the
American Political Imaginary to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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