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Scholars working at the intersection of African-American history and the history of technology are
redefining the idea of technology to include the work of the skilled artisan and the ingenuity of the self-
taught inventor. Although denied access through most of American history to many new technologies and to
the privileged education of the engineer, African-Americans have been engaged with a range of
technologies, as makers and as users, since the colonial era. A Hammer in Their Hands (the title comes from
the famous song about John Henry, "the steel-driving man" who beat the steam drill) collects newspaper and
magazine articles, advertisements for runaway slaves, letters, folklore, excerpts from biography and fiction,
legal patents, protest pamphlets, and other primary sources to document the technological achievements of
African-Americans.Included in this rich and varied collection are a letter from Cotton Mather describing an
early method of smallpox inoculation brought from Africa by a slave; selections from Frederick Douglass's
autobiography and Uncle Tom's Cabin; the Confederate Patent Act, which barred slaves from holding
patents; articles from 1904 by Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. DuBois, debating the issue of industrial
education for African-Americans; a 1924 article from Negro World, "Automobiles and Jim Crow
Regulations"; a photograph of an all-black World War II combat squadron; and a 1998 presidential executive
order on environmental justice. A Hammer in Their Hands and its companion volume of essays, Technology
and the African-American Experience (MIT Press, 2004) will be essential references in an emerging area of
study.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book A Hammer in Their Hands: A
Documentary History of Technology and the African-American Experience (MIT Press). All type of book
are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Anthony Flowers:

Beside this specific A Hammer in Their Hands: A Documentary History of Technology and the African-
American Experience (MIT Press) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have A
Hammer in Their Hands: A Documentary History of Technology and the African-American Experience
(MIT Press) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Maurice Conner:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually A Hammer in Their Hands: A Documentary History
of Technology and the African-American Experience (MIT Press). This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.

Gloria Quinones:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This e-book A Hammer in Their Hands: A Documentary History of Technology and the African-
American Experience (MIT Press) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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