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Many believe that the War on Poverty, launched by President Johnson in 1964, ended in failure. In 2010, the
official poverty rate was 15 percent, almost as high as when the War on Poverty was declared. Historical and
contemporary accounts often portray the War on Poverty as a costly experiment that created doubts about the
ability of public policies to address complex social problems. Legacies of the War on Poverty, drawing from
fifty years of empirical evidence, documents that this popular view is too negative. The volume offers a
balanced assessment of the War on Poverty that highlights some remarkable policy successes and promises
to shift the national conversation on poverty in America.

Featuring contributions from leading poverty researchers, Legacies of the War on Poverty demonstrates that
poverty and racial discrimination would likely have been much greater today if the War on Poverty had not
been launched. Chloe Gibbs, Jens Ludwig, and Douglas Miller dispel the notion that the Head Start
education program does not work. While its impact on children’s test scores fade, the program contributes to
participants’ long-term educational achievement and, importantly, their earnings growth later in life.
Elizabeth Cascio and Sarah Reber show that Title I legislation reduced the school funding gap between
poorer and richer states and prompted Southern school districts to desegregate, increasing educational
opportunity for African Americans.

The volume also examines the significant consequences of income support, housing, and health care
programs. Jane Waldfogel shows that without the era’s expansion of food stamps and other nutrition
programs, the child poverty rate in 2010 would have been three percentage points higher. Kathleen McGarry
examines the policies that contributed to a great success of the War on Poverty: the rapid decline in elderly
poverty, which fell from 35 percent in 1959 to below 10 percent in 2010. Barbara Wolfe concludes that
Medicaid and Community Health Centers contributed to large reductions in infant mortality and increased
life expectancy. Katherine Swartz finds that Medicare and Medicaid increased access to health care among
the elderly and reduced the risk that they could not afford care or that obtaining it would bankrupt them and
their families.

Legacies of the War on Poverty demonstrates that well-designed government programs can reduce poverty,
racial discrimination, and material hardships. This insightful volume refutes pessimism about the effects of
social policies and provides new lessons about what more can be done to improve the lives of the poor.
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From reader reviews:

George Harvey:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Legacies of the War on
Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy) book as beginner and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Tara Carlson:

Beside this Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public
Policy) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The
National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from
right now!

David Stokes:

You can get this Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public
Policy) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Brooks Davis:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty
Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy)
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to



like reading that will.
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