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María de las Mercedes de Santa Cruz y Montalvo, condesa de Merlin (1789-1852). Cuba.
Nació en una familia de la aristocracia habanera el 5 de febrero de 1789. Hija de Joaquín de Santa Cruz y
Cárdenas y María Teresa Montalvo y O’Farril, condes de Jaruco y Mompox. La condesa de Merlin ingresó
en el Convento de Santa Clara en La Habana a los ocho años y harta de la vida religiosa intentó fugarse,
ayudada por la madre Santa Inés, inspiradora de su libro, Historia de Sor Inés (1832).
Tras su intento de huida la familia se fue a Madrid. Allí murió su padre y, tras la invasión francesa, la familia
se refugió en la casa del general Gonzalo O’Farril, quien mantenía muy buenas relaciones con José
Bonaparte. En ese ambiente conoció a Goya, Quintana y Meléndez Valdés y al conde de Merlin, con quien
se casó a los veinte años.
Con la derrota de los franceses el matrimonio marchó a París. Figuras políticas y artistas frecuentaron su
salón; entre ellos, la princesa de Caraman, Lord Palmerson, el general Lafayette, el conde de Orsay, Victor
Hugo, Honoré de Balzac, Alfred de Musset, Alphonse de Lamartine, Franz Liszt, Gioachino Rossini, George
Sand, José de la Luz y Caballero, José Antonio Saco y Domingo del Monte.
La condesa de Merlin viajó por Alemania, Suiza, Inglaterra e Italia. Enviudó en 1839 y en 1840 regresó a
Cuba, y escribió Viaje a La Habana (1844). Por entonces fue acusada de plagiar a Cirilo Villaverde, José
Antonio Saco, y Ramón de Palma. Félix Tanco y Bosmeniel fue unos de sus principales detractores; con su
Refutación al folleto intitulado Viage a la Habana, publicado en 1844. En el bando opuesto, estuvieron
Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda y Gabriel de la Concepción Valdés, quien le dedicó una oda sentimental a
su partida de La Habana en 1840.
Tras Mis primeros doce años, publicó Historia de Sor Inés (1832), Souvenirs et Mémoires (1836), Los
pasatiempos de las mujeres del mundo (1838), Madame Malinbran, Los esclavos en las colonias españolas
(1841), Viaje a La Habana (1844), Lola y María y Las leonas de París (1845) y Le Duc d’Athènes (1852). La
condesa de Merlín, murió el 31 de marzo de 1852, en el Castillo de Dissay, a las afueras de Poitiers, en
Francia.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Holden:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for
a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Mis doce
primeros an?os (Spanish Edition) book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Lynette Petree:

This book untitled Mis doce primeros an?os (Spanish Edition) to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Travis Hargrove:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Mis doce primeros an?os (Spanish Edition), you can enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen
its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Kara Hogan:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Mis doce primeros an?os (Spanish Edition) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.
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