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What pleasures did Plautus' heroic tricksters provide their original audience? How should we understand the
compelling mix of rebellion and social conservatism that Plautus offers? Through a close reading of four
plays representing the full range of his work (Menaechmi, Casina, Persa, and Captivi), Kathleen McCarthy
develops an innovative model of Plautine comedy and its social effects. She concentrates on how the plays
are shaped by the interaction of two comic modes: the socially conservative mode of naturalism and the
potentially subversive mode of farce. It is precisely this balance of the naturalistic and the farcical that allows
everyone in the audience--especially those well placed in the social hierarchy--to identify both with and
against the rebel, to feel both the thrill of being a clever underdog and the complacency of being a securely
ensconced authority figure.

Basing her interpretation on the workings of farce and naturalism in Plautine comedy, McCarthy finds a way
to understand the plays' patchwork literary style as well as their protean social effects. Beyond this, she
raises important questions about popular literature and performance not only on ancient Roman stages but in
cultures far from Plautus' Rome. How and why do people identify with the fictional figures of social
subordinates? How do stock characters, happy endings, and other conventions operate? How does comedy
simultaneously upset and uphold social hierarchies? Scholars interested in Plautine theater will be rewarded
by the detailed analyses of the plays, while those more broadly interested in social and cultural history will
find much that is useful in McCarthy's new way of grasping the elusive ideological effects of comedy.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Gonzales:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will want
this Slaves, Masters, and the Art of Authority in Plautine Comedy.

Melissa Becker:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Slaves, Masters, and the Art of Authority in Plautine Comedy this book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Paul Moore:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the
book everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
Slaves, Masters, and the Art of Authority in Plautine Comedy which is finding the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's view.

Linda McGrane:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these
claims Slaves, Masters, and the Art of Authority in Plautine Comedy.
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