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Do, or should, dictionaries control language? How do they treat language change, both now and in the past?
Which words do dictionaries leave out - and on what grounds?

Dictionaries are far more than works which list the words and meanings of a language. In this Very Short
Introduction Lynda Mugglestone shows that all dictionaries are partial and all are selective. They are human
products, reflecting the dominant social and cultural assumptions of the time in which they were written.

Dictionaries exist then not only as works which seek to document language, but also as cultural documents
that are connected to the world in which they were produced. Exploring common beliefs about dictionaries,
providing glimpses of behind the scenes dictionary makers at work, and confronting the problems of how a
word is to be defined, Mugglestone shows that dictionaries are always, and inevitably, more than the crafting
of a simple list of words. Concluding with a look at the range of modern dictionaries and transformations,
from online dictionaries such as urbandictionary.com or wictionary to txt-spk and slang, she reveals the
controversial nature of the debates about communication and language, showing that only in written and
spoken English does the language of dictionaries exist in full.
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From reader reviews:

Toby Terry:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Dictionaries: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions). All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Millicent Doty:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Dictionaries: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Tracy Cluck:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Dictionaries: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Julie Bailey:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be Dictionaries: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) why because
the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.
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