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As the son of a celebrated literary icon, John Steinbeck IV grew up in a privileged world peopled by the
literati and the intellectual elite. Sadly, it was also a world of alcoholism, bitter divorce, estrangement, and
abuse, on the part of both his mother and father. In this fascinating memoir, the late son and namesake of
John Steinbeck writes with great insight and a gift for lyrical expression about his often painful youth. Left
unfinished at his untimely death, this testament to his life is here reconstructed by his wife of twelve years.
Interweaving her own reminiscences of her life with John Steinbeck IV, Nancy Steinbeck has created an
engrossing account from two perspectives: her husband's memories of his chaotic and adventurous
upbringing and her own thoughts on their journey together to make a new life apart from the long shadow of
a famous father and a troubled past.Though labouring under the burden of being the son of a 20th-century
legend, the younger Steinbeck established himself as a respected journalist in his own right, mainly through
his writing on wartime Vietnam, which had a profound impact on his life.
"The Other Side of Eden" contains many thoughts on Vietnam, including a memorable scene of his father's
visit to the war-torn country while the younger Steinbeck was in the army. There are also vivid recollections
of his mother's abusive, alcoholic rages; his lonely years in boarding school; his long battle with drug
addiction; his strained relationship with his remote, conflicted father; and the connection of East of Eden to
Steinbeck's real-life family.Nancy Steinbeck adds important perspective as an outsider getting to know this
complex family through her husband, and in the end helping him to put his life on a sound footing. Both
Nancy and John, in their search for spiritual identity, were drawn to Tibetan Buddhism. Along the way they
befriended a strange and fascinating collection of characters, from the Dalai Lama to William Burroughs and
Abbie Hoffman. Their tale of triumph in the struggle against parental abuse, drug addiction, and the
seductive trap of guru worship is a must read for all Steinbeck fans, as well as anyone who survived the
sixties.
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From reader reviews:

Jodie Long:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Other Side of Eden: Life With John Steinbeck. Try to stumble
through book The Other Side of Eden: Life With John Steinbeck as your buddy. It means that it can being
your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing
by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Joshua Nichols:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Other Side of Eden: Life With John Steinbeck.

Amanda Doss:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Other Side of Eden: Life With John
Steinbeck is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Paul Evans:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Other Side of Eden: Life With John Steinbeck can make you
experience more interested to read.
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