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It is common for survivors of ethnic cleansing and even genocide to speak nostalgically about earlier times
of intercommunal harmony and brotherhood. After being driven from their Anatolian homelands, Greek
Orthodox refugees insisted that they 'lived well with the Turks', and yearned for the days when they worked
and drank coffee together, participated in each other's festivals, and even prayed to the same saints.
Historians have never showed serious regard to these
memories, given the refugees had fled from horrific 'ethnic' violence that appeared to reflect deep-seated and
pre-existing animosities. Refugee nostalgia seemed pure fantasy; perhaps contrived to lessen the pain and
humiliations of displacement.

Before the Nation argues that there is more than a grain of truth to these nostalgic traditions. It points to the
fact that intercommunality, a mode of everyday living based on the accommodation of cultural difference,
was a normal and stabilizing feature of multi-ethnic societies. Refugee memory and other ethnographic
sources provide ample illustration of the beliefs and practices associated with intercommunal living, which
local Muslims and Christian communities likened to a common
moral environment.

Drawing largely from an oral archive containing interviews with over 5000 refugees, Nicholas Doumanis
examines the mentalities, cosmologies, and value systems as they relate to cultures of coexistence. He
furthermore rejects the commonplace assumption that the empire was destroyed by intercommunal hatreds.
Doumanis emphasizes the role of state-perpetrated political violence which aimed to create ethnically
homogenous spaces, and which went some way in transforming these Anatolians into Greeks
and Turks.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Conley:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition associated with. Even you love Before the Nation: Muslim-Christian Coexistence and its
Destruction in Late-Ottoman Anatolia, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Elmer Pereira:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Before the Nation: Muslim-Christian
Coexistence and its Destruction in Late-Ottoman Anatolia is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jose Williams:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Before the Nation: Muslim-
Christian Coexistence and its Destruction in Late-Ottoman Anatolia which is obtaining the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Larisa Nagle:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Before the Nation: Muslim-Christian Coexistence and its Destruction in Late-
Ottoman Anatolia can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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