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This book examines the causes and consequences of a major transformation in both domestic and
international politics: the shift from dynastically legitimated monarchical sovereignty to popularly
legitimated national sovereignty. It analyzes the impact of Enlightenment discourse on politics in eighteenth-
century Europe and the United States, showing how that discourse facilitated new authority struggles in Old
Regime Europe, shaped the American and French Revolutions, and influenced the relationships between the
revolutionary regimes and the international system.

The interaction between traditional and democratic ideas of legitimacy transformed the international system
by the early nineteenth century, when people began to take for granted the desirability of equality, individual
rights, and restraint of power. Using an interpretive, historically sensitive approach to international relations,
the author considers the complex interplay between elite discourses about political legitimacy and strategic
power struggles within and among states. She shows how culture, power, and interests interacted to produce
a crucial yet poorly understood case of international change.

The book not only shows the limits of liberal and realist theories of international relations, but also
demonstrates how aspects of these theories can be integrated with insights derived from a constructivist
perspective that takes culture and legitimacy seriously. The author finds that cultural contests over the terms
of political legitimacy constitute one of the central mechanisms by which the character of sovereignty is
transformed in the international system--a conclusion as true today as it was in the eighteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Cross:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Legitimacy and Power Politics: The
American and French Revolutions in International Political Culture (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

James Babb:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Legitimacy and Power
Politics: The American and French Revolutions in International Political Culture (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Sandra Lester:

This Legitimacy and Power Politics: The American and French Revolutions in International Political Culture
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) is great book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Legitimacy and Power Politics: The American and French Revolutions in International Political Culture
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
tiny right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt that will?

Lisa Williams:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even



make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Legitimacy and Power Politics: The American and French Revolutions in
International Political Culture (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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