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Published in 1764, On Crimes and Punishments by Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794) courted both success and
controversy in Europe and North America. Enlightenment luminaries and enlightened monarchs alike lauded
the text and looked to it for ideas that might help guide the various reform projects of the day. The equality
of every citizen before the law, the right to a fair trial, the abolition of the death penalty, the elimination of
the use of torture in criminal interrogations—these are but a few of the vital arguments articulated by
Beccaria.

This volume offers a new English translation of On Crimes and Punishment alongside writings by a number
of Beccaria's contemporaries. Of particular interest is Voltaire's commentary on the text, which is included in
its entirety. The supplementary materials testify not only to the power and significance of Beccaria's ideas,
but to the controversial reception of his book. At the same time that philosophes proclaimed that it contained
principles of enduring importance to any society grappling with matters of political and criminal justice,
allies of the ancien régime roundly denounced it, fearing that the book's attack on feudal privileges and its
call to separate law from religion (and thus crime from sin) would undermine their longstanding privileges
and powers.

Long appreciated as a foundational text in criminology, Beccaria's arguments have become central in debates
over capital punishment. This new edition presents Beccaria's On Crimes and Punishments as an important
and influential work of Enlightenment political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gentile:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da
Ponte Italian Library). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a new book On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte
Italian Library). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book
or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Shirley Raine:

The actual book On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) will
bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book On Crimes and
Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Terrie Anderson:

On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight
arrangement in writing On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library)
although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial considering.

Lionel Gutierrez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book On Crimes and Punishments and Other
Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
which.
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