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Before the advent of satellite navigation, radar and electronic charts, you had to learn the art of seamanship
through experience, both good and bad. After enough close calls and a few hard knocks, you developed a
feel for the sea and its moods. You became aware of the subtle messages in the sky, the shape of the waves,
the smell of the land. With practice you improved your boat handling and the ability to react instantly to a
change in the situation. This is what kept you safe and got you to your destination.

These days everyone carries a GPS and a boat full of electronics. As a result, the essential skills developed
over thousands of years of sailing are slowly being lost. Modern electronics are a wonderful step forward
when they work, but they are no substitute for seamanship.

THE PEACE OF MIND WHICH COMES FROM KNOWING...

Even the old salts wouldn't want to give up their modern systems. So how do you acquire "sea sense"
without learning the hard way? The answer to this puzzle lies in Steve and Linda Dashew's eighth book,
Practical Seamanship - Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor. This new reference tool provides the
foundation on which to build and improve your seamanship skills.

Covering more than 930 topics, with over 800 detailed illustrations, it is the most thorough and detailed book
ever written on the subject. From preparation and boat handling (under sail and power), to working on deck,
you'll be inspired by the breadth and depth of knowledge at your fingertips. The section on watchkeeping
alone covers 84 subjects and has 79 illustrations, including the most detailed instructions for collision
avoidance ever written. There is extensive information about tropical seamanship and an in-depth look at
cruising in ice. You may never need to cross a harbor entrance with a breaking bar, but if you do, what you
learn in Practical Seamanship could save your vessel.

Numerous subjects are covered which have not been previously discussed in the yachting press.

Critical topics such as assessing anchorage safety are covered in extensive detail. You'll even find a section
on handling dinghies in a variety of conditions. And if you ever lose your engine, and need to use the dinghy
as a tug, it covers a numerous methods to get the job done right.

FORMULA FOR CRUISING SUCCESS

When you read Practical Seamanship - Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor you'll not only benefit from the
Dashews' 200,000 plus miles of actual seagoing experience in every conceivable condition, but also from the
skills and techniques handed down over centuries of sailing. Once you've read Practical Seamanship -
Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor, every experience you have aboard will be viewed in a different light.
Your learning curve will be shortened. You and your crew will become better sailors, and your enjoyment
level will increase. And if you ever find yourself in an emergency situation, your reaction times will be much
faster.

MORE THAN JUST A BOOK

More than just a book, Practical Seamanship is the latest part of the Dashews' "Cruising Essentials" Toolkit
Series, a suite of groundbreaking reference works engineered to be effective tools both on and offshore. The



rich, detailed illustrations, executive summaries and quick reference checklists help you find information
fast, and the Dashews' extensive experience and easygoing writing style combined with real world examples
makes for enjoyable reading. (The other books in this series are all available at Amazon.com: Offshore
Cruising Encyclopedia, Mariner's Weather Handbook, and Surviving the Storm.)

You'll find yourself constantly referring to these books, both at home and offshore. That's why they're built
tough with extra heavy binding, designed to reference-library specifications.

Practical Seamanship: In all, 644 pages are packed with over 800 detailed illustrations, covering every aspect
of traditional and modern seamanship. Available as book only (ISBN 1930086016); searchable, hyperlinked
CD-ROM (ISBN 1930086024); or book/CD-ROM set (ISBN 1930086032).
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Nault:

The book Practical Seamanship : Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a
book Practical Seamanship : Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor? A number of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Practical Seamanship : Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Corinna Edwards:

The event that you get from Practical Seamanship : Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor will be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Practical Seamanship : Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Practical Seamanship :
Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor instantly.

Kristen Hancock:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this Practical Seamanship : Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor.

Amy Smith:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Practical Seamanship : Essential Skills for the
Modern Sailor that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the



geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Practical Seamanship : Essential Skills for the Modern
Sailor become your personal starter.
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