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The story of two doctors, a father and son, who practiced in very different times and the evolution of
the ethics that profoundly influence health care
 
As a practicing physician and longtime member of his hospital’s ethics committee, Dr. Barron Lerner
thought he had heard it all. But in the mid-1990s, his father, an infectious diseases physician, told him a
stunning story: he had physically placed his body over an end-stage patient who had stopped
breathing, preventing his colleagues from performing cardiopulmonary resuscitation, even though CPR was
the ethically and legally accepted thing to do. Over the next few years, the senior Dr. Lerner tried to speed
the deaths of his seriously ill mother and mother-in-law to spare them further suffering.
  
These stories angered and alarmed the younger Dr. Lerner—an internist, historian of medicine, and
bioethicist—who had rejected physician-based paternalism in favor of informed consent and patient
autonomy. The Good Doctor is a fascinating and moving account of how Dr. Lerner came to terms with two
very different images of his father: a revered clinician, teacher, and researcher who always put his patients
first, but also a physician willing to “play God,” opposing the very revolution in patients' rights that his son
was studying and teaching to his own medical students.

But the elder Dr. Lerner’s journals, which he had kept for decades, showed the son how the father’s outdated
paternalism had grown out of a fierce devotion to patient-centered medicine, which was rapidly
disappearing. And they raised questions: Are paternalistic doctors just relics, or should their expertise be
used to overrule patients and families that make ill-advised choices? Does the growing use of personalized
medicine—in which specific interventions may be best for specific patients—change the calculus between
autonomy and paternalism? And how can we best use technologies that were invented to save lives but now
too often prolong death? In an era of high-technology medicine, spiraling costs, and health-care reform, these
questions could not be more relevant.
      
As his father slowly died of Parkinson’s disease, Barron Lerner faced these questions both personally and
professionally. He found himself being pulled into his dad’s medical care, even though he had criticized his
father for making medical decisions for his relatives. Did playing God—at least in some situations—actually
make sense? Did doctors sometimes “know best”?
 
A timely and compelling story of one family’s engagement with medicine over the last half century, The
Good Doctor is an important book for those who treat illness—and those who struggle to overcome it.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

The guide with title The Good Doctor: A Father, a Son, and the Evolution of Medical Ethics contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Kathleen Duff:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Good Doctor: A Father, a Son,
and the Evolution of Medical Ethics that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Good Doctor: A Father, a Son, and the Evolution
of Medical Ethics become your own starter.

Federico Hayward:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Good Doctor: A Father, a Son, and the
Evolution of Medical Ethics is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Christopher Jorge:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Good Doctor: A Father, a Son, and the Evolution of Medical Ethics we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this
book The Good Doctor: A Father, a Son, and the Evolution of Medical Ethics. You can more attractive than
now.
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