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The acclaimed labor lawyer and prizewinning author Thomas Geoghegan asks: where are we better
off—America or Europe? In an idiosyncratic, entertaining travelogue that plays on public policy, Geoghegan
asks what our lives would be like if we lived them as Europeans. Sneaking out of his workaholic American
life, he takes five trips where he tries to understand so-called European socialism firsthand. Though he first
tries France (which has become a rhetorical stand-in for the continent as a whole in many Americans' minds),
he eventually ventures into Germany to see what some call the "boring" Europe. There he finds the true
"other"—an economic model with more bottom-up worker control than that of any other country in the
world—and argues that, while we have to take Germany’s problems seriously, we also have to look seriously
at how much it has achieved. Social democracy may let us live nicer lives; it also may be the only way to be
globally competitive. This wry, timely book helps us understand why the European model, contrary to
popular neoliberal wisdom, may thrive well into the twenty-first century without compromising its citizens'
ease of living—and be the best example for the United States to follow.

Germany is more generous than the U.S.:
The average number of paid vacation days in the U.S. is 13, versus Germany’s 35
New mothers in the U.S. get three months of unpaid job-protected leave and only if they work for a company
of 50 or more employees, while Germany mandates four months’ paid leave and will pay parents 67% of
their salary to stay home for up to 14 months to care for a newborn.
U.S. life expectancy is 50th in the world, compared to Germany’s 32nd.
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From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need this Were You Born on the Wrong Continent?: How the European
Model Can Help You Get a Life to read.

Christina Rogers:

The book untitled Were You Born on the Wrong Continent?: How the European Model Can Help You Get a
Life contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice read.

Christopher Milbrandt:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Were You Born on the Wrong Continent?: How the European
Model Can Help You Get a Life can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you
have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Were You Born on the Wrong Continent?: How the European Model Can Help You Get a Life.

Patricia Howard:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Were You Born on the Wrong Continent?: How the European Model Can Help You Get
a Life when you needed it?
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