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When the controversial book, Personal Influence: The Part Played by People in the Flow of Mass
Communications, was published in 1955, it made waves across the fields of communications, public opinion
research, political science, and marketing. Written by Elihu Katz and Paul Lazarsfeld, Personal Influence
became the canonical statement of the "two-step flow" of communication, which posits that mass media flow
to "opinion leaders," who in turn influence the behavior and opinions of people around them.

Throughout the last half of a century, Personal Influence has undergone rigorous critique, appeared in
numerous citations, and become a key text in the history of mass communications. Why is a rereading of this
text relevant now?

Upon the 50th anniversary of the publishing of Personal Influence, the editors of this volume of The
ANNALS believed it was an ideal time to reflect upon the book's mid-century contexts and contemporary
drawing upon enrichments of the field provided by feminism, critical and cultural studies, the new
historicism, and progress in the social sciences. This unique volume of The ANNALS crosses generational,
disciplinary, and national boundaries to piece together and pull apart a historically important text and use it
to shed light on the contemporary environment.

Essays in this volume analyze the personalities who played key roles in the making of Personal Influence,
their origins and social identities, the institutional organization of research in which it evolved, and the
disciplinary consequences of its success. Other authors reread Katz and Lazarfeld's classic as a way to
explore the relations between citizenship and consumption, the nature of media and political involvement
today, and the relevance of the two-step flow paradigm for the study of contemporary audiences, social
networks, and public campaigns.

A must-read for scholars, students, and professionals in the fields of communication, public opinion, political
science, sociology, and marketing, this volume of The ANNALS dusts off a time-worn text and renews its
significance in the field of mass communications with modern scholarly perspectives and contemporary
methodology experience, inspiring a fresh outlook on this historical force.
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From reader reviews:

David Dugas:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Politics, Social Networks,
and the History of Mass Communications Research: Rereading Personal Influence (The ANNALS of the
American Academy of Political and Social Science Series) to read.

Jerry Day:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Politics, Social
Networks, and the History of Mass Communications Research: Rereading Personal Influence (The ANNALS
of the American Academy of Political and Social Science Series) book since this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Jim Martin:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Politics, Social Networks, and the History of Mass
Communications Research: Rereading Personal Influence (The ANNALS of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science Series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Pam Gray:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except



your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Politics, Social Networks, and the History of Mass
Communications Research: Rereading Personal Influence (The ANNALS of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science Series).
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