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This is a survey of the history of Taoism from approximately the third century B.C. to the fourteenth century
A.D. For many years, it was customary to divide Taoism into "philosophical Taoism" and "religious
Taoism." The author has long argued that this is a false division and that "religious" Taoism is simply the
practice of "philosophical" Taoism. She sees Taoism as foremost a religion, and the present work traces the
development of Taoism up to the point it reached its mature form (which remains intact today, albeit with
modern innovations).

The main aim of this history of Taoism is to trace the major lines of its doctrinal evolution, showing the
coherence of its development, the wide varieties of factors that came into play over a long period of
disconnected eras, the constant absorptions of outside contributions, and the progress that integrates them.
The author shows how certain recurrent themes are treated in different ways in different eras and different
sects. Among these themes are the Ultimate Truth, immortality, the Sage, the genesis and the end of the
world, retribution for good and evil acts, representations of heavens and hells, and the connections between
life and the spirit, between life and death, between man and society, and between mystical experience and
the social form of religion.

The plan of the book is chronological, but the chronology is somewhat fluid given the way Taoism evolved;
as it assimilated new features in the course of its growth, it never ceased to continue to develop the old ones.
Thus the Celestial Masters sect, which is chronologically the first to attain a structure, is treated at the outset
of the book though it exists down to our day, and the Shangqing tradition took shape in the fourth century
though its glory years were under the Tang (618-907).
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From reader reviews:

Lori Morgan:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Taoism: Growth of a Religion was making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The guide Taoism: Growth of a Religion is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship while using book Taoism: Growth of a Religion. You never feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Sharon Broome:

The reason why? Because this Taoism: Growth of a Religion is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Bernadine Parker:

Taoism: Growth of a Religion can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Taoism: Growth of a Religion nevertheless doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can
be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Alice Olivares:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Taoism: Growth of a Religion to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation
about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and read it.
Beside that the reserve Taoism: Growth of a Religion can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone
and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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