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From December 1811 to February 1812, massive earthquakes shook the middle Mississippi Valley,
collapsing homes, snapping large trees midtrunk, and briefly but dramatically reversing the flow of the
continent’s mightiest river. For decades, people puzzled over the causes of the quakes, but by the time the
nation began to recover from the Civil War, the New Madrid earthquakes had been essentially forgotten.

           

In The Lost History of the New Madrid Earthquakes, Conevery Bolton Valencius remembers this major
environmental disaster, demonstrating how events that have been long forgotten, even denied and ridiculed
as tall tales, were in fact enormously important at the time of their occurrence, and continue to affect us
today. Valencius weaves together scientific and historical evidence to demonstrate the vast role the New
Madrid earthquakes played in the United States in the early nineteenth century, shaping the settlement
patterns of early western Cherokees and other Indians, heightening the credibility of Tecumseh and
Tenskwatawa for their Indian League in the War of 1812, giving force to frontier religious revival, and
spreading scientific inquiry. Moving into the present, Valencius explores the intertwined
reasons—environmental, scientific, social, and economic—why something as consequential as major
earthquakes can be lost from public knowledge, offering a cautionary tale in a world struggling to respond to
global climate change amid widespread willful denial.     

           

Engagingly written and ambitiously researched—both in the scientific literature and the writings of the
time—The Lost History of the New Madrid Earthquakes will be an important resource in environmental
history, geology, and seismology, as well as history of science and medicine and early American and Native
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Bravo:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book The Lost History of the New Madrid Earthquakes
had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The e-book The Lost History of the New Madrid Earthquakes is not only
giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book The Lost History of the
New Madrid Earthquakes. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Herbert White:

Often the book The Lost History of the New Madrid Earthquakes will bring one to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very suitable to you. The book The Lost History of the New Madrid Earthquakes is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Jessica Rodriguez:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Lost History of the New Madrid Earthquakes your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
previous to. The The Lost History of the New Madrid Earthquakes giving you a different experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Claudette Everett:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just trying to find the The Lost History of the New Madrid Earthquakes when you necessary
it?
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