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Saartjie Baartman was twenty-one years old when she was taken from her native South Africa and shipped to
London. Within weeks, the striking African beauty was the talk of the social season of 1810–hailed as “the
Hottentot Venus” for her exquisite physique and suggestive semi-nude dance. As her fame spread to Paris,
Saartjie became a lightning rod for late Georgian and Napoleonic attitudes toward sex and race, exploitation
and colonialism, prurience and science. In African Queen, Rachel Holmes recounts the luminous,
heartbreaking story of one woman’s journey from slavery to stardom.

Born into a herding tribe known as the Eastern Cape Khoisan, Saartjie was barely out of her teens when she
was orphaned and widowed by colonial war and forced aboard a ship bound for England. A pair of clever,
unscrupulous showmen dressed her up in a body stocking with a suggestive fringe and put her on the London
stage as a “specimen” of African beauty and sexuality. The Hottentot Venus was an overnight sensation.

But celebrity brought unexpected consequences. Abolitionists initiated a lawsuit to win Saartjie’s freedom, a
case that electrified the English public. In Paris, a team of scientists subjected her to a humiliating public
inspection as they probed the mystery of her sexual allure. Stared at, stripped, pinched, painted, worshipped,
and ridiculed, Saartjie came to symbolize the erotic obsession at the heart of colonialism. But beneath the
costumes and the glare of publicity, this young Khoisan woman was a person who had been torn from her
own culture and sacrificed to the whims of fashionable Europe.

Nearly two centuries after her death, Saartjie made headlines once again when Nelson Mandela launched a
campaign to have her remains returned to the land of her birth. In this brilliant, vividly written book, Rachel
Holmes traces the full arc of Saartjie’s extraordinary story–a story of race, eros, oppression, and fame that
resonates powerfully today.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

The book African Queen: The Real Life of the Hottentot Venus can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book African Queen: The Real
Life of the Hottentot Venus? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
African Queen: The Real Life of the Hottentot Venus has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Frederick Avelar:

This African Queen: The Real Life of the Hottentot Venus book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This specific African Queen: The Real Life of the Hottentot Venus without we recognize teach the
one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry African Queen:
The Real Life of the Hottentot Venus can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This African Queen: The Real
Life of the Hottentot Venus having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Dennis Carson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love African Queen: The Real Life of the Hottentot
Venus, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Linda Justice:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and African Queen: The Real Life of the
Hottentot Venus as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside



science e-book, any other book likes African Queen: The Real Life of the Hottentot Venus to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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