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Black behind the Ears is an innovative historical and ethnographic examination of Dominican identity
formation in the Dominican Republic and the United States. For much of the Dominican Republic’s history,
the national body has been defined as “not black,” even as black ancestry has been grudgingly
acknowledged. Rejecting simplistic explanations, Ginetta E. B. Candelario suggests that it is not a desire for
whiteness that guides Dominican identity discourses and displays. Instead, it is an ideal norm of what it
means to be both indigenous to the Republic (indios) and “Hispanic.” Both indigeneity and Hispanicity have
operated as vehicles for asserting Dominican sovereignty in the context of the historically triangulated
dynamics of Spanish colonialism, Haitian unification efforts, and U.S. imperialism. Candelario shows how
the legacy of that history is manifest in contemporary Dominican identity discourses and displays, whether in
the national historiography, the national museum’s exhibits, or ideas about women’s beauty. Dominican
beauty culture is crucial to efforts to identify as “indios” because, as an easily altered bodily feature, hair
texture trumps skin color, facial features, and ancestry in defining Dominicans as indios.

Candelario draws on her participant observation in a Dominican beauty shop in Washington Heights, a New
York City neighborhood with the oldest and largest Dominican community outside the Republic, and on
interviews with Dominicans in New York City, Washington, D.C., and Santo Domingo. She also analyzes
museum archives and displays in the Museo del Hombre Dominicano and the Smithsonian Institution as well
as nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century European and American travel narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Black behind the Ears: Dominican Racial Identity from
Museums to Beauty Shops (E-Duke books scholarly collection.) can be good book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

Bill Underhill:

Why? Because this Black behind the Ears: Dominican Racial Identity from Museums to Beauty Shops (E-
Duke books scholarly collection.) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the
other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Brian Freeman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be examine. Black behind
the Ears: Dominican Racial Identity from Museums to Beauty Shops (E-Duke books scholarly collection.)
can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Richard Jimenez:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This reserve Black behind the Ears: Dominican Racial Identity from Museums to
Beauty Shops (E-Duke books scholarly collection.) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading
a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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