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Throughout American literature, the figure of the child is often represented in opposition to the adult. In
Cradle of Liberty Caroline F. Levander proposes that this opposition is crucial to American political thought
and the literary cultures that surround and help produce it. Levander argues that from the late eighteenth
century through the early twentieth, American literary and political texts did more than include child
subjects: they depended on them to represent, naturalize, and, at times, attempt to reconfigure the ground
rules of U.S. national belonging. She demonstrates how, as the modern nation-state and the modern concept
of the child (as someone fundamentally different from the adult) emerged in tandem from the late eighteenth
century forward, the child and the nation-state became intertwined. The child came to represent nationalism,
nation-building, and the intrinsic connection between nationalism and race that was instrumental in creating
a culture of white supremacy in the United States.

Reading texts by John Adams, Thomas Paine, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Augusta J. Evans, Mark Twain,
Pauline Hopkins, William James, José Martí, W. E. B. Du Bois, and others, Levander traces the child as it
figures in writing about several defining events for the United States. Among these are the Revolutionary
War, the U.S.-Mexican War, the Civil War, and the U.S. expulsion of Spain from the Caribbean and Cuba.
She charts how the child crystallized the concept of self—a self who could affiliate with the nation—in the
early national period, and then follows the child through the rise of a school of American psychology and the
period of imperialism. Demonstrating that textual representations of the child have been a potent force in
shaping public opinion about race, slavery, exceptionalism, and imperialism, Cradle of Liberty shows how a
powerful racial logic pervades structures of liberal democracy in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do that. You
must know how great along with important the book Cradle of Liberty: Race, the Child, and National
Belonging from Thomas Jefferson to W. E. B. Du Bois (New Americanists). All type of book are you able to
see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Lois Maestas:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Cradle of Liberty: Race, the Child, and National Belonging from Thomas Jefferson to W. E. B. Du Bois
(New Americanists) provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Bryant Kelly:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Cradle of Liberty: Race, the Child, and National
Belonging from Thomas Jefferson to W. E. B. Du Bois (New Americanists) can give you a lot of pals
because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Cradle of Liberty: Race, the Child, and National Belonging from Thomas
Jefferson to W. E. B. Du Bois (New Americanists).

Phillip Chadwick:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book Cradle of
Liberty: Race, the Child, and National Belonging from Thomas Jefferson to W. E. B. Du Bois (New
Americanists) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person
must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your
life with this book Cradle of Liberty: Race, the Child, and National Belonging from Thomas Jefferson to W.
E. B. Du Bois (New Americanists). You can more desirable than now.
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