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Of the several works on the rise and development of the Babi movement, especially those dealing with the
life and work of its founder, Sayyid Ali Muhammad Shirazi, few deal directly with the compelling and
complex web of mysticism, theology and philosophy found in his earliest compositions.

This book examines the Islamic roots of the Babi religion, (and by extension the later Baha’i faith which
developed out of it), through the Qur’anic commentaries of the Bab and sheds light on its relationship to the
wider religious milieu and its profound debt to esoteric Islam, especially Shi'ism. Todd Lawson places the
two earliest writings of the Bab within the diverse contexts necessary to understand them, in order to explain
why these writings made sense to and inspired his followers. He delves into the history of the tafsir (Qur’an
commentary) genre of Islamic scholarship, situates these early writings in the Akhbari, Sufi and most
importantly Shaykhi traditions of Islam. In the process, he identifies both the continuities and discontinuities
between these works and earlier works of Shi’i tafsir, helping us appreciate significant elements of the Bab’s
thought and claims.

Filling an important gap in the existing literature on the Babi movement, this book will be of greatest interest
to students and scholars of Qur'an commentary, Mysticism, Shi'ism, the modern history of Iran and
messianism.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Collins:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Gnostic Apocalypse and
Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis, Messianism and the Literary Origins of the Babi Religion (Iranian Studies)? Maybe
it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Melissa Sanders:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam:
Qur'an, Exegesis, Messianism and the Literary Origins of the Babi Religion (Iranian Studies) book as basic
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Debra Sims:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis, Messianism and the Literary Origins of the Babi
Religion (Iranian Studies) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time
problems.

Kelley Hardy:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis, Messianism and
the Literary Origins of the Babi Religion (Iranian Studies) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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