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On February 25, 1956, Soviet leader Nikita S. Khrushchev delivered the so-called “secret speech” in the
Twentieth Party Congress of the CPSU in which he denounced Stalin’s transgressions and the cult of
personality around the deceased dictator. Replete with sharp criticism of the Terror of the late 1930s, the
unpreparedness of the USSR for the Nazi invasion, numerous wartime blunders, and the deportation of
various nationalities, the speech reverberated throughout the subordinate Soviet republics. For republics such
as Azerbaijan, the speech was an unmistakable signal to readjust the entire political orientation and figure out
ways to redefine governance in post-Stalin era. Previously frozen under the mortal threat of Stalinist
persecution, various forms of national self-expression began to experience rapid revival under the
Khrushchev thaw. Encouraged by the winds of change at the Center, the Azeris cautiously began to reclaim
possession of their administrative domain. Among other local initiatives, the declaration of the Azerbaijani
language as the official language was one step that stood out in its audacity, for it was not pre-arranged with
the Kremlin and defied the modus operandi of the Soviet leadership. Somewhat reformist in his intentions
yet ignorant of the non-Slavic peripheries, Mr. Khrushchev had not foreseen the scenarios that would unfold
as a result of its new tone and the developments that would come to be interpreted as the rise of nationalism
in the republics. Jamil Hasanli’s research on 1950s’ Azerbaijan sheds light on this watershed period in Soviet
history while also furnishing the reader with a greater understanding of the root causes of the dissolution of
the USSR.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Khrushchev's Thaw and National Identity in Soviet Azerbaijan, 1954-1959 (The
Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series).

John Lopez:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Khrushchev's Thaw and
National Identity in Soviet Azerbaijan, 1954-1959 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) to read.

Carolyn Brown:

Khrushchev's Thaw and National Identity in Soviet Azerbaijan, 1954-1959 (The Harvard Cold War Studies
Book Series) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Khrushchev's Thaw and National Identity in Soviet Azerbaijan, 1954-1959
(The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
could drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Edna Dixon:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Khrushchev's Thaw and National Identity in Soviet
Azerbaijan, 1954-1959 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) was colorful and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Khrushchev's Thaw and National Identity in Soviet Azerbaijan, 1954-1959
(The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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