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No 9 Squadron of Bomber Command converted from the Wellington to the Lancaster in August 1942.
W4964 was the seventieth Lanc to arrive on squadron, in mid April 1943. She flew her first op on the 20th,
by which time No 9 had lost forty one of their Lancs to enemy action and another five had been transferred
to other squadrons and lost by them. A further thirteen of the seventy would soon be lost by No 9. All of the
remaining eleven would be damaged, repaired, transferred to other squadrons or training units, and lost to
enemy action or crashes except for three which, in some kind of retirement, would last long enough to be
scrapped after the war.
Only one of the seventy achieved a century of ops or anything like it: W4964 WS-J.

Across all squadrons and all the war, the average life of a Lancaster was 22.75 sorties, but rather less for the
front-line squadrons going to Germany three and four times a week in 1943 and '44, which was when W4964
was flying her 107 sorties, all with No 9 Squadron and all from RAF Bardney. The first was Stettin
(Szczecin in modern Poland), and thereafter she went wherever 9 Squadron went, to Berlin, the Ruhr, and
most of the big ops of the time such as Peenemünde and Hamburg. She was given a special character as J-
Johnny Walker, ‘still going strong’ and on September 15 1944, skippered by Flight Lieutenant James
Douglas Melrose, her Tallboy special bomb was the only one to hit the battleship Tirpitz.

During her career, well over two hundred airmen flew in J. None were killed while doing so, but ninety-six
of them died in other aircraft. This is their story, and the story of one lucky Lancaster.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

The book Luck of a Lancaster: 107 operations, 244 crew, 103 killed in action has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after looking over this book.

Diana Chung:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Luck of a Lancaster: 107 operations, 244
crew, 103 killed in action e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Luck of a
Lancaster: 107 operations, 244 crew, 103 killed in action as good book not just by the cover but also by the
content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Oliver Lyle:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Luck of a Lancaster: 107 operations,
244 crew, 103 killed in action is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Paul England:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Luck of a Lancaster: 107 operations, 244
crew, 103 killed in action was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Luck of a Lancaster: 107 operations, 244 crew, 103 killed in action has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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