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The poems in Plume are nuclear-age songs of innocence and experience set in the "empty" desert West.
Award-winning poet Kathleen Flenniken grew up in Richland, Washington, at the height of the Cold War,
next door to the Hanford Nuclear Reservation, where "every father I knew disappeared to fuel the bomb,"
and worked at Hanford herself as a civil engineer and hydrologist. By the late 1980s, declassified documents
revealed decades of environmental contamination and deception at the plutonium production facility,
contradicting a lifetime of official assurances to workers and their families that their community was and
always had been safe. At the same time, her childhood friend Carolyn's own father was dying of radiation-
induced illness: "blood cells began to err one moment efficient the next / a few gone wrong stunned by
exposure to radiation / as [he] milled uranium into slugs or swabbed down / train cars or reported to B
Reactor for a quick run-in / run-out." Plume, written twenty years later, traces this American betrayal and
explores the human capacity to hold truth at bay when it threatens one's fundamental identity. Flenniken
observes her own resistance to facts: "one box contains my childhood / the other contains his death / if one is
true / how can the other be true?"

The book's personal story and its historical one converge with enriching interplay and wide technical variety,
introducing characters that range from Carolyn and her father to Italian physicist Enrico Fermi and
Manhattan Project health physicist Herbert Parker. As a child of "Atomic City," Kathleen Flenniken brings
to this tragedy the knowing perspective of an insider coupled with the art of a precise, unflinching, gifted
poet.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Bush:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Plume: Poems (Pacific Northwest
Poetry Series). All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Carmen Annunziata:

This Plume: Poems (Pacific Northwest Poetry Series) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Plume: Poems (Pacific Northwest Poetry Series) can be one
of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Plume:
Poems (Pacific Northwest Poetry Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Cliff Boyd:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely Plume: Poems (Pacific Northwest Poetry Series).

Irene Carpenter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Plume:
Poems (Pacific Northwest Poetry Series).
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