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The History of Ottoman Poetry, first published in six volumes between 1900 and 1909, was the principal
product of E.J.W. Gibb’s devotion to Ottoman Turkish literature. By the time of his early death in 1901 only
the first volume had appeared in print. The remainder was almost complete and was seen through the press
by Gibb’s friend and literary executor, the Persian scholar E. G. Browne. The History was designed to
provide the first extended account in English of Ottoman literature. The first four volumes cover four
developmental phases, largely under the influence of Persian literature, from around 1300 to the middle of
the nineteenth century. The fifth volume introduces the ‘New School’ of Ottoman poetry produced in Gibb’s
own era and inspired by French models. The sixth volume contains in Ottoman printed script the texts of all
works quoted in English translation in the previous volumes. No comparable study has appeared in English
since Gibb’s magnum opus. His History of Ottoman Poetry has become a classic work which is still widely
referred to and valuable for students, scholars and anyone with a general interest in Middle Eastern literature
and culture.

Volume II (originally published 1902) covers the period 1450 to 1520, the early ‘classical age’. For Gibb, the
reign of Mehmed II (1451-81) was ‘the true starting point of Ottoman poetry’, when more verse was written
in the increasingly Persianized literary idiom of the Ottoman court, in contrast to the relatively provincial
Turkish style of most poets of the first period. Among the leading poets of this era are Cem Sultan (d. 1495),
the brother of Bayezid II (1481-1512) held captive for many years in France and Italy; the judge and courtier
Ahmed Pasha (d.c. 1496) and Necati, the son of a slave (d. 1509). Also discussed is the work of Mihri Hatun
of Amasya (d. after 1512), one of the few known Ottoman women poets. Gibb provides extended summaries
of the stories of Yusuf and Zuleika, and Leyla and Mecnun, both composed by Hamdi (d. 1509), as early
Ottoman examples of traditional romances in the mesnevi style of rhymed couplets.
Volume II contains two prefaces. The first is an obituary of Gibb by E. G. Browne, followed by a list of the
Persian and Turkish manuscripts in Gibb’s library at the time of his death. The second is Gibb’s intended
preface, countering criticisms of the first volume with a robust defence of his decision to use an archaic form
of English in his translations.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Sanchez:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the A History of Ottoman Poetry
Volume II: 1450-1520 (Gibb Memorial Trust Turkish Studies) is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

John Augustine:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually A History of Ottoman Poetry Volume II: 1450-1520 (Gibb
Memorial Trust Turkish Studies) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Donnie Ned:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This e-book A History of Ottoman Poetry Volume II: 1450-1520 (Gibb Memorial Trust
Turkish Studies) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Christina Bales:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the A History of Ottoman Poetry Volume II: 1450-1520 (Gibb Memorial Trust
Turkish Studies) when you required it?
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