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Since the Enlightenment, alchemy has been viewed as a sort of antiscience, disparaged by many historians as
a form of lunacy that impeded the development of rational chemistry. But in Atoms and Alchemy, William R.
Newman—a historian widely credited for reviving recent interest in alchemy—exposes the speciousness of
these views and challenges widely held beliefs about the origins of the Scientific Revolution. 

Tracing the alchemical roots of Robert Boyle’s famous mechanical philosophy, Newman shows that alchemy
contributed to the mechanization of nature, a movement that lay at the very heart of scientific discovery.
Boyle and his predecessors—figures like the mysterious medieval Geber or the Lutheran professor Daniel
Sennert—provided convincing experimental proof that matter is made up of enduring particles at the
microlevel. At the same time, Newman argues that alchemists created the operational criterion of an
“atomic” element as the last point of analysis, thereby contributing a key feature to the development of later
chemistry.  Atomsand Alchemy thus provokes a refreshing debate about the origins of modern science and
will be welcomed—and deliberated—by all who are interested in the development of scientific theory and
practice.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lau:

The actual book Atoms and Alchemy: Chymistry and the Experimental Origins of the Scientific Revolution
will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Atoms and
Alchemy: Chymistry and the Experimental Origins of the Scientific Revolution is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Helen McCormick:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Atoms and Alchemy: Chymistry and the Experimental Origins of the
Scientific Revolution can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Patricia Gallagher:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Atoms and Alchemy:
Chymistry and the Experimental Origins of the Scientific Revolution, you can enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Benjamin Herrera:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Atoms
and Alchemy: Chymistry and the Experimental Origins of the Scientific Revolution will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.
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