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Pulitzer Prize-winning author James A. Michener was in his sixties when he began traveling frequently to the
Florida Keys. One result of those visits was the novel Matecumbe, named after two of the islands that
comprise the town of Islamorada, located approximately half way between Miami and Key West.

Never before published, Matecumbe features many of the hallmarks of Michener's best work, including
detailed descriptions of place. However, the plot is much more intimate than that found in most of his large-
scale, epic historical novels. Focusing on the parallel lives of a woman and her mother, both divorced,
Michener spent his creative energy on character development and allegorical storytelling. Random House,
his publisher, wasn't pleased, and wanted the mega-best-selling author to concentrate on producing
"heavyweight" books like Hawaii and Centennial. Matecumbe seemed too much in the vein of his earlier
romance novel, Sayonara. So it sat in a drawer until, eventually, Michener gifted it--including the copyright-
-to Joe Avenick, his friend and former ghostwriter. Avenick played a key role in the research and writing of
Sports in America and Chesapeake, and introduced Michener to Melissa (Missy) DeMaio, who soon became
the primary reason for Michener's increasingly frequent visits to the Keys.

Biographers and critics have long agreed that Michener's personality and his characters were both affected by
his relationship with DeMaio. As perhaps his most encompassing autobiographical novel, and the one
written in the midst of these changes, Matecumbe provides what may be tantalizing glimpses into Michener's
life.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Hudson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Matecumbe?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Coleen Faircloth:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Matecumbe as your daily resource information.

Robert Dunham:

Typically the book Matecumbe has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this
book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Willie Isaac:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. On this modern
era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the Matecumbe when you desired it?
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